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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Saturday, November 7, 2020 11:24 AM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
David Jackson  
(djjackson76@protonmail.com)  
4459 Route 6  
Wellsboro, PA 16901 US  

Comments entered:  
 
Pennsylvania would do well to steer clear and stay out of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Iniative 
(RGGI). This is my opinion as a citizen of the Commonwealth, and as an Environmental Scientist 
with over twenty years of professional experience. 
 
1. RGGI is a cap and trade program. It has little to nothing to do with carbon or the long term 
views surrounding climate. Cap and trade is a form of theft, and RGGI is aimed at a single 
industry, electric power generation. RGGI operates by theft from the electric power industry and 
from every electricity using customer. If Pennsylvania were to join, the cost would land directly 
on my utility bill and yours. PA Code Chapter 39 Title 18 has some interesting things to say 
about property, property of another, theft, theft by deception, theft by extortion, and receiving 
stolen property. 
 
2. The electric power generation industry, and a wide range of other industries in Pennsylvania, 
have already been taking long strides in upgrading technologies, selecting fuels, and reducing 
emissions. They do it voluntarily and naturally as part of good business practices. They do it 
voluntarily and naturally because of a competitive marketplace. RGGI is unnecessary. The 
economic and job creating claims, and the climate claims for that matter, are a farce. Fiction. 
 
An article I found interesting and helpful is at: 



2

 
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2020/08/08/critique-of-rggi-101-how-it-
works-and-how-it-benefits-pennsylvanians/amp/ 
 
Please allow Pennsylvania to stay out of RGGI.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


